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28 April 2026
Economically Active Population Survey (EAPS)

First Quarter 2026

Main results

The number of people in employment decreased by 170,300 compared with the previous quarter to
22,293,000. In seasonally adjusted terms, the quarterly variation rate was 0.43%. Employment has
increased by 527,600 in the last 12 months.

Unemployment increased by 231,500 to 2,708,600. In seasonally adjusted terms, it decreased by
0.40%. In the last 12 months, it decreased by 80,600 people.

The unemployment rate was 10.83% this quarter, 90 hundredths more than in the previous quarter.
The number of active workers grew by 61,200, reaching 25,001,600. Over the past year, it increased

by 447,000 people.

More information

Annex with tables (including information on autonomous communities and provinces) and special
categories of inactive persons

Detailed results and special modules. Videos and infographics
Flow statistics results for the economically active population

The number of employed persons decreased by 170,300 in the first quarter of 2026, standing at 22,293,000.
The quarterly variation rate was -0.76%.

Variation of employment in the first quarter compared with the fourth of the last year
Thousands

By gender, employment decreased this quarter by 80,100 men and 90,200 women. By nationality, it fell by
111,300 among Spaniards, including those who hold dual nationality, and by 59,000 among foreign nationals.

By sector, employment increased in Industry (28,100 more), Construction (17,500), and Agriculture (12,500).
At the same time, it fell in Services (228,400 fewer). These differences have been calculated according to the
CNAE 2009 classification (see section Data Revisions and Updates).

Q1 2017 Q1 2018 Q1 2019 Q1 2020 Q1 2021 Q1 2022 Q1 2023 Q1 2024 Q1 2025 Q1 2026

-170.3

-92.5

-139.7

-6.5

-78.2

-104.6

-285.6

-93.4

-124.1

-69.8

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm
https://www.ine.es/prensa/anexo_tablas/en/EPA1T26_en.zip
https://www.ine.es/en/daco/daco42/daco4211/categorias_especiales_en.xlsx
https://www.ine.es/en/daco/daco42/daco4211/categorias_especiales_en.xlsx
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595#_tabs-1254736195124
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=enlaces&idp=1254735976595
https://public.tableau.com/views/INE_EPA_EN/Dashboard?%3AshowVizHome=no&%3Alanguage=en
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176907&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595
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Full-time employment decreased by 116,500 persons and part-time employment by 53,800. On the other
hand, the number of employees decreased by 102,900: those with permanent contracts dropped by 17,600
and those with temporary contracts by 85,400. The number of self-employed workers decreased by 68,600
persons.

Private employment fell this quarter by 191,400 people, to 18,630,500, while public employment rose by
21,100, to 3,662,500.

In the past 12 months, employment increased by 527,600 people (2.42%), with increases of 313,200 among
men and 214,400 among women. By sector, the greatest growth occurred in the Services (253,800 more
employed); this difference has been calculated according to the CNAE 2009 classification (see section Data
Revisions and Updates).

In the past 12 months, full-time employment increased by 567,600 persons, while part-time employment fell
by 40,000. On the other hand, permanent employment increased by 539,700 persons and temporary
employment by 17,200.

Unemployment and unemployment rate

This quarter, the number of unemployed persons increased by 231,500 to 2,708,600. The quarterly variation
in unemployment was 9.34%.

Variation of unemployment in the first quarter compared with the fourth of the last year
Thousands

The unemployment rate increased by 90 hundredths and stood at 10.83%.

By gender, the number of unemployed men increased by 94,500 and the number of unemployed women by
137,000. The unemployment rate for women increased by 1.11 points to 12.35% and for men by 71
hundredths of a point to 9.47%.

By nationality, unemployment increased by 106,700 among Spaniards, including those with dual nationality,
while it increased by 124,800 among foreign nationals.

Unemployment rose this quarter in Services (162,100 more), Industry (13,000) and Agriculture (9,500). It
declined in Construction (11,700 fewer). These differences have been calculated in accordance with the
CNAE 2009 (see section Data Revisions and Updates).

Q1 2017 Q1 2018 Q1 2019 Q1 2020 Q1 2021 Q1 2022 Q1 2023 Q1 2024 Q1 2025 Q1 2026

231.5

193.7

117.0
104.7

66.0

-16.5

121.0

49.9
29.4

17.2

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm


 (3/6)Economically Active Population Survey (EAPS) - First Quarter 2026

 PRESS RELEASE

C
ur

re
nt

 p
re

ss
 re

le
as

e 
at

:h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w.

in
e.

es
/d

yn
gs

/P
re

ns
a/

en
/E

PA
1T

26
.h

tm

Unemployment increased by 39,500 persons among those who lost their job over a year ago and by 19,200
among those who are seeking their first job.

In the past 12 months, the total number of unemployed decreased by 80,600 persons (62,200 men and
18,400 women). The annual variation was -2.89%.

By sector, unemployment decreased last year in Construction (down 22,700), Services  (-6,000) and Industry
(-3,900), and remained mostly unchanged in Agriculture (300). These differences have been calculated
according to the CNAE 2009 classification (see section Data Revisions and Updates).

On the other hand, the number of unemployed persons who lost their jobs over a year ago decreased by
42,000 and that of unemployed persons looking for their first job by 6,100.

Economically active population and activity rate

The economically active population increased by 61,200 in the third quarter of 2026 to 25,001,600. The
number of economically active women increased by 46,700 and that of men by 14,400.

By nationality, the number of active people decreased in the last quarter by 4,600 among Spaniards, and
increased by 65,800 among foreigners.

The activity rate fell by eight hundredths, standing at 58.86%. Among Spaniards, it also fell by eight
hundredths to 57.21%, while that of foreign nationals decreased by 25 hundredths to 68.49%. The different
age structure is the main reason for the difference between the two.

In annual terms, the economically active population increased by 447,000 persons. The annual variation rate
was 1.82%.

Households

Households where all active members are unemployed increased by 78,500 this quarter, to 850,700. On the
other hand, households with all economically active members in employment decreased by 121,300 to
12,045,000.

In the last 12 months, the number of households with at least one economically active member in which
those members were unemployed decreased by 32,200, while those where all active members were
employed increased by 263,200.

Results by autonomous communities and provincial data

The largest increase in employment this quarter was in Canarias (up 17,000). And the largest decrease was
in Cataluña (-46,300).

In relative terms, the highest increase was also in Canarias (1.63%), where employment figure are
presented, as well as other EAPS data, according to the autonomous community of residence of the
respondents, not according to the location of the workplace.

In terms of unemployment, the largest decrease was recorded in Canarias (-14,400). The largest increase
was in Cataluña (up 84,400).

Cantabria (7.49%) recorded the lowest unemployment rate this quarter. Andalucía (14.66%), the highest.

At the provincial level, a summary of the results can be found in this document and all the information is
available via this link.

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm
https://www.ine.es/prensa/anexo_tablas/en/EPA1T26_PRO_en.xlsx
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595
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Seasonally adjusted series

The seasonally adjusted quarterly variation rate of employment was 0.43%.

Quarterly variation rate of seasonally adjusted employment
Percentage

As regards seasonally-adjusted unemployment results, a decrease of 0.40% was observed.

Quarterly variation rate of seasonally adjusted unemployment
Percentage

The seasonally adjusted model and the employment and unemployment series can be found at this link.
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https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm
https://www.ine.es/daco/daco42/daco4211/epa_desestacional.xlsx
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Data revisions and updates

Starting in the first quarter of 2026, the EAPS began to code economic activity using the new CNAE-2025
Classification of Activities, in accordance with the Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/137.

However, during the four quarters of this year, there will be a double coding of the activity, incorporating both
the CNAE 2025 code and CNAE 2009 code, used until the fourth quarter of 2025. This will allow for a
comparison of results with previous quarters and provide a full year of linkage between both classifications.

With this double encoding in INEbase the results obtained with both classifications for the four quarters of
2026 will be published – those of CNAE 2025 on the usual site and those of CNAE 2009 in the subsection of
Results with outdated classifications or methodologies.

In the EAPS press releases referring to 2026 , the information by economic sectors will use the old
classification in all quarters, to maintain comparability with the previous quarter and the same quarter of
2025.

As for press releases referring to the first quarter of 2027 and subsequent quarters, comparisons in the data
by sectors will be made using the new CNAE 2025.

The data published today are final. All the results of this operation are available at INEbase.

Nota sobre la utilización de la nueva CNAE 2025 en la codificación de la EPA

Adapting to the new classification of economic activities in the European Union has led to a new coding of
the EAPS variables relating to the activity branch starting from the first quarter of 2026.

The variables subject to this new coding are as follows:

Main employment activity of employed persons
Second job activity (employed with more than one job)
Activity in the last job (unemployed and inactive people who left their last job less than a year ago)

The transition from CNAE-2009 to CNAE-2025 means certain activity branches will be redistributed among
the main economic sectors. Thus, activities that were once classified entirely within one sector are now
divided among several.

For example, the branch Repair and installation of machinery and equipment, which in the CNAE-2009 was
part of the Industry sector, is now distributed in the CNAE-2025 among Industry, Agriculture and Services.

Similarly, the branches Building construction, Civil Engineering and Specialized construction activities no
longer exclusively pertain to the Construction sector and are now distributed partially between this sector and
that of Services.

And certain branches in Services, such as Storage and transport-related activities, Other professional,
scientific and technical activities and Office administrative activities and other auxiliary services to companies
now incorporate components that are assigned to the sectors of Industry and Construction.

The complete information on all the changes caused by the new coding of activity branches is available on
the INE website.

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0137
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176918&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976595
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736177032&menu=ultiDatos&idp=1254735976614
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Type of survey:

Population scope:

Geographical scope:

Reference period of the results:

Reference period of the information:

Sample size:

Sample type:

Collection method:

All press releases at:

 Press office:

 Information area:

Methodological note

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) has been carried out since 1964. Its current methodology from 2021
onwards adapts the previous methodology to the new European Labour Force Survey regulations.

It is a continuous, quarterly research activity addressed to families, whose main purpose is to obtain data on
the labour force and its various categories (employed, unemployed), as well as on the population outside the
labour market (inactive).

As of the third quarter of 2025, and once the current agreement signed with the Instituto Galego de
Estatística (IGE) has expired, the additional sample of Galicia integrated in the survey since the third quarter
of 2009 will disappear from the EAPS.

quarterly continuous survey.

population residing in family homes.

the entire national territory.

the quarter.

the week before the interview.

The number of census sections is 5,010. The average number of homes selected per section
will increase from 14 to 15, and the increase will be carried out gradually, with the corresponding renewals of
each sixth of the sample, from the first quarter of 2026 to the second quarter of 2027. Since the third quarter
of 2025 the effective sample contains about 46,000 dwellings and 110,000 people.

two-stage stratification in the first stage units, i.e. census tracts. The second-stage units are
inhabited family dwellings.

personal, telephone and web interviews.

For more information, you can access the methodology and the standardized methodological report.

INE statistics are produced in accordance with the Code of Good Practice for European Statistics. More
information in Quality at INE and Code of Best Practices.

For further information see Official INE account on  @es_ine

www.ine.es/en/prensa/prensa_en.htm

(+34) 91 583 93 63 / (+34) 661 944 540 / (+34) 678 168 837 – gprensa@ine.es

(+34) 91 583 91 00 – www.ine.es/infoine/?L=1

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/EPA1T26.htm
https://www.ine.es/en/inebaseDYN/epa30308/docs/resumetepa21_en.pdf
https://www.ine.es/dynt3/metadatos/en/RespuestaDatos.html?oe=30308
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/MYP/en/index.htm?cid=35
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/listaoperaciones.htm
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/listaoperaciones.htm
https://twitter.com/es_ine
https://twitter.com/es_ine
https://www.ine.es/en/prensa/prensa_en.htm
tel:+34915839363
tel:+34661944540
tel:+34678168837
mailto:gprensa@ine.es
tel:+34915839100
https://www.ine.es/infoine/?L=1

