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12 November 2025
Statistics on the Collection and Treatment of Waste

Year 2023

Main results

Waste treatment companies collected 22.4 million tonnes of municipal waste, 3.1% less than in 2022.
Separate collection increased by 1.8% to 5.4 million tonnes.
In 2023, 464.3 kilograms of municipal waste per capita were collected, 4.2% less than in the previous

year.

More information

Detailed results
Environmental Indicator Portal
Infographic

Companies in charge of handling municipal waste collected 22.4 million tonnes of waste in 2023, 3.1% less
than in the previous year. Of this, 17.0 million of tonnes was mixed waste and 5.4 million was separate
collection waste.

Collection of municipal waste
Millions of tonnes

In per capita terms, in Spain 464.3 kilograms of waste were collected per person per year, 4.2% less than in
2022.
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Mixed Waste Separate Waste

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/ERTR2023.htm
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176844&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976612
https://www.ine.es/en/infografias/medioambiente/panel_ind_medioambiente_en.htm
https://www.ine.es/en/infografias/infografia_residuos_municipales_en.pdf


 (2/5)Statistics on the Collection and Treatment of Waste - Year 2023

 PRESS RELEASE

C
ur

re
nt

 p
re

ss
 re

le
as

e 
at

:h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w.

in
e.

es
/d

yn
gs

/P
re

ns
a/

en
/E

R
TR

20
23

.h
tm

Municipal waste collection per capita
Kilograms per inhabitant

Of the total waste per person per year, 353.1 kilograms per person per year was mixed waste and 111.2
kilograms was separate collection. Of the latter, 31.8 kilograms of Paper and cardboard, 32.2 kilograms of
Animal and plant waste, and 19.3 kilograms of Glass were collected.

Animal and plant waste collected separately increased by 6.0% in 2023, and Paper and Cardboard
increased by 1.8%. On the contrary, collection of Glass dropped by 5.5%.

Municipal waste collection by waste type. 2023
Thousands of tonnes

  Quantity % of the total Variation rate (%)

Total 22,433.0 100.0 -3.1

Mixed waste 17,061.4 76.1 -4.6

Separate Waste 5,371.5 23.9 1.8

- Animal and plant 1,554.2 28.9 6.0

- Paper and cardboard 1,534.9 28.6 1.8

- Mixed and undifferentiated materials 1,050.0 19.6 9.1

- Glass 931.2 17.3 -5.5

- Others 301.3 5.6 -14.8

Results by Autonomous Community

In 2023, the Autonomous Communities that collected the most municipal waste were Andalucía (4.6 million
tonnes), Cataluña (3.3 million) and Comunitat Valenciana (2.7 million).

By type of material, Catalonia recorded the most collection of Paper and Cardboard (409.1 thousand tonnes)
and Glass (199.8 thousand tonnes), while Comunidad de Madrid stood out for the highest collection of Mixed
Packaging (219.3 thousand tonnes).
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https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/ERTR2023.htm
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Municipal waste collection by Autonomous Community. 2023
Thousands of tonnes

Municipal waste collection by waste type and Autonomous Community. Year 2023
Thousands of tonnes

 
Mixed
waste

Glass
Paper and
cardboard

Mixed and undifferentiated
materials

Total
Waste

Total (includes Ceuta and
Melilla)

17,061.4 931.2 1,534.9 1,050.0 22,433.0

Andalucía 4,062.7 116.4 132.2 118.1 4,622.5

Aragón 456.2 20.0 27.9 23.4 542.6

Asturias, Principado de 383.6 17.2 43.9 17.8 503.2

Balears, Illes 576.8 48.1 52.3 36.7 808.6

Canarias 1,055.3 55.3 43.8 67.1 1,274.2

Cantabria 252.5 12.0 12.2 7.3 317.7

Castilla y León 888.9 50.2 47.3 37.2 1,071.7

Castilla - La Mancha 853.0 25.3 34.3 31.0 970.7

Cataluña 1,904.5 199.8 409.1 217.0 3,285.6

Comunitat Valenciana 1,983.2 92.7 331.7 123.0 2,721.5

Extremadura 400.6 9.5 21.1 14.7 447.5

Galicia 925.8 47.0 42.4 33.4 1,123.8

Madrid, Comunidad de 1,744.5 119.6 162.1 219.3 2,624.8

Murcia, Región de 707.4 27.1 24.5 22.3 785.5

Navarra, Comunidad Foral de 150.9 18.0 30.2 21.1 286.1

País Vasco 541.7 63.6 108.7 53.7 885.3

Rioja, La 100.7 8.6 7.7 5.9 127.3
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https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/ERTR2023.htm
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In per capita terms, Illes Balears collected the largest amount of waste per person (661.4 kilograms) in 2023.

In contrast, the lowest figure (378.6 kilograms) was collected in Comunidad de Madrid.

Municipal waste collection by Autonomous Community. 2023
Kilograms per inhabitant

Data revisions and updates

The data published today is provisional and will be revised when next year's data is released. All results of
this operation are available on INEBase.
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https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/ERTR2023.htm
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736176844&menu=resultados&idp=1254735976612


 (5/5)Statistics on the Collection and Treatment of Waste - Year 2023

 PRESS RELEASE

C
ur

re
nt

 p
re

ss
 re

le
as

e 
at

:h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w.

in
e.

es
/d

yn
gs

/P
re

ns
a/

en
/E

R
TR

20
23

.h
tm

All press releases at:

 Press office:

 Information area:

Methodological note

The main objective of the Statistics on Waste Collection and Treatment is to quantify in physical units the
urban waste collected and the final treatment, both of urban and non-urban waste, by treatment operation.
Thus, from the total quantities treated for each category of waste, it is possible to work out which quantity
refers to each of the treatment operations considered.

The data in this press release refer to the management of urban waste.

The collection of urban waste includes domestic waste and commercial or industrial waste which comes
under municipal jurisdiction, collected in urban containers, at clean points, or other municipal collection
systems. It also includes waste from street cleaning and biodegradable waste from cleaning parks and
gardens.

The population figures used are those of the resident population published by the INE on 1 July 2023.

More information on the methodology and the standardised methodological report.

INE statistics are produced in accordance with the Code of Good Practice for European Statistics. More
information on Quality at INE and the Code of Best Practices.

For further information see Official INE account on  @es_ine

www.ine.es/en/prensa/prensa_en.htm

(+34) 91 583 93 63 / 94 08 – gprensa@ine.es

(+34) 91 583 91 00 – www.ine.es/infoine/?L=1

https://www.ine.es/dyngs/Prensa/en/ERTR2023.htm
https://www.ine.es/en/daco/daco42/resiurba/notaresi_en.pdf
https://www.ine.es/dynt3/metadatos/en/RespuestaDatos.html?oe=30079
https://www.ine.es/ss/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1259943453642&p=1259943453642&pagename=MetodologiaYEstandares%2FINELayout&L=1
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/listaoperaciones.htm
https://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/listaoperaciones.htm
https://twitter.com/es_ine
https://twitter.com/es_ine
https://www.ine.es/en/prensa/prensa_en.htm
tel:+34915839363
tel:+34915839408
mailto:gprensa@ine.es
tel:+34915839100
https://www.ine.es/infoine/?L=1

