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Main results

« During 2023, there were 320,656 births in Spain, a decline of 2.6% compared with the previous year.
The number of deaths fell by 6.1%.

e The average number of children per woman decreased to 1.12.

« Children born to foreign mothers account for 31.3% of the total.

« Marriages decreased by 3.7% compared with 2022.

More information

e Tables annex / Infographic
» Birth statistics / Death statistics / Marriage statistics
e Estimated number of deaths per week / Estimated number of births per month

During 2023, there were 320,656 births in Spain, representing a decline of 2.6% compared to the previous
year (8,595 fewer births).

The number of births therefore continues the downward trend of the last decade, which was interrupted only
in 2014. Since 2013, the number of births has fallen by 24.7%.
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Of the 320,656 births that took place in Spain, 78,330 were to a foreign mother, accounting for 24.4% of the
total (compared with 23.0% in 2022).

If we look at the country of birth, there were 100,438 births to mothers born abroad, which accounted for
31.3% of the total (compared with 29.5% in 2022).
Average number of children per woman

The short-term fertility indicator (or average number of children per woman) stood at 1.12 in 2023, four
hundredths of a percentage point lower than in 2022,
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By nationality, the average number of children per woman decreased by three hundredths among Spanish
mothers (to 1.09) and by seven hundredths among foreign mothers (to 1.28).

Number of children per woman, according to nationality

Year Total Spaniards Foreigners
2013 1.27 1.23 1.52
2014 1.32 1.27 1.61
2015 1.33 1.28 1.65
2016 1.33 1.28 1.71
2017 1.31 1.25 1.70
2018 1.26 1.20 1.64
2019 1.23 1.17 1.58
2020 1.18 1.13 1.45
2021 1.18 1.15 1.35
2022 1.16 1.12 1.35
2023 1.12 1.09 1.28

Average maternity age

The average maternity age was 32.6 years in 2023. In recent years, the decline in the number of births has
been accompanied by a delay in the maternity age.

By nationality, the average age of motherhood did not change, and remained at 33.1 years for Spanish
mothers and 30.5 years for foreign mothers.

Another indicator that reflects the delay in motherhood is the number of births to mothers aged 40 or over,
which has grown by 19.1% in the last 10 years. In relative terms, while in 2013 6.8% of births were to
mothers aged 40 or older, in 2023 that percentage increased to 10.8%.

Average Age at Maternity according to nationality

Year Total Spaniards Foreigners
2013 317 322 29.1
2014 31.8 323 29.3
2015 31.9 324 29.4
2016 32.0 325 29.5
2017 321 32.6 29.6
2018 322 327 29.8
2019 322 32.8 30.0
2020 32.3 32.8 30.1
2021 32.6 33.1 30.6
2022 32.6 33.1 30.5
2023 32.6 33.1 30.5
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Deaths

In 2023, 436,124 persons died in Spain, 6.1% fewer than the previous year. By age, a decrease in deaths
was observed of people in the 85 to 89 age group (from 11.0%, in comparison with 2022), and both among
men (from 12.1%) and among women (from 10.1%).

The infant mortality rate increased by three hundredths and stood at 2.63 infant deaths per 1,000 live births.

Life expectancy

Life expectancy at birth increased by almost seven tenths in 2023 to 83.77 years. By sex, male life
expectancy rose 0.75 years, to 81.11, and women's rose 0.60 years, to 86.34.

According to current mortality conditions, a person reaching 65 years of age in 2023 could expect to live an
average of 19.65 years more for men and 23.49 years more for women.

Life Expectancy of the resident population in Spain (2013-2023)

At birth At age 65
Year
Total Males Females Total Males Females
2013 82.77 79.92 85.53 21.00 18.91 22.84
2014 82.91 80.10 85.63 21.10 19.03 22.91
2015 82.67 79.89 85.39 20.81 18.76 22.63
2016 83.08 80.26 85.82 21.18 19.09 23.03
2017 83.05 80.32 85.71 21.12 19.07 22.95
2018 83.15 80.40 85.83 21.21 19.15 23.04
2019 83.53 80.78 86.19 21.52 19.44 23.38
2020 82.28 79.52 85.04 20.35 18.26 22.29
2021 83.03 80.20 85.81 21.09 18.94 23.05
2022 83.08 80.36 85.74 21.11 19.06 22.96
2023 83.77 81.11 86.34 21.68 19.65 23.49

Note: Life expectancy is the average age that persons of a generation could live, subject, at every age, to the mortality rate
observed in the period analysed.
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Natural population change

The natural change of the resident population in Spain (that is, the difference between births to mothers
residing in Spain and deaths of residents in the country), was negative at -113,590 people in 2023.

Natural population change. 2013 - 2023
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Marriages

In 2023, a total of 172,430 marriages were registered, 3.7% fewer than in 2022. The gross marriage rate
decreased by 0.2 points to 3.5 marriages per 1,000 inhabitants.

3.9% of the total marriages registered in 2023 were of same-sex couples (6,772 marriages). Of them, 53.3%
were women, and 46.7% were men.

For its part, the average age at marriage increased by three tenths in 2023, with this increase being two
tenths among men and three tenths among women. It stood at 39.6 years for men and 36.9 years for
women.

Data revisions and updates

The data published today are final. All the results of this operation are available on INEbase (Births, Deaths
and Marriages).
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Methodological note

Vital Statistics quantify the number of births, deaths and marriages taking place within Spanish territory. Its
main sources of information are the birth, death and marriage bulletins that are sent by the heads of the Civil
Registries to the provincial delegations of the INE, as well as the recording files of the registry entries
received by the Ministry of Justice relating to deaths, births and marriages.

This operation is prepared in collaboration with the statistical services of the Autonomous Communities,
pursuant to the agreement signed with them for this purpose.

Population scope: births, deaths and marriages of persons occurring in Spanish territory.
Geographical scope: national, autonomous communities and cities, provinces and municipalities.
Reference period: the calendar year.

Frequency of dissemination: annual.

Collection method: Through the Statistical Childbirth Report, the Medical Death Certificate/Statistical Death
Report and the Statistical Marriage Report, which are filled in by those persons who have a legal obligation
to do so. Information is also collected from the data recorded by the Institutes of Legal Medicine and
Forensic Sciences through an application designed by the INE as well as from the recording files sent by the
Ministry of Justice in respect of deaths, births and marriages.

For more information, you can access the methodology and the standardised methodological report of births,
deaths and marriages.

INE statistics are produced in accordance with the Code of Good Practice for European Statistics. More
information on Quality at INE and the Code of Best Practices.

For further information see IN€ base Official INE accounton X @es._ine

All press releases at: www.ine.es/en/prensa/prensa_en.htm
Press office: (+34) 91 583 93 63 / 94 08 — gprensa@ine.es
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