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Territory and environment

Spain and the EU of 27 countries

Area 2024
(km2)

Population* as of  
1 January 2024
(in thousands)

Density 
2023
(inhab. per km2)

European Union 4,225,104 449,206.6 109.3

Germany 357,569 83,445.0 235.8
Austria 83,882 9,158.8 110.7
Belgium 30,667 11,832.0 386.8
Bulgaria 110,996 6,445.5 58.6
Czechia 78,871 10,900.6 140.7

Cyprus 9,253 933.5 104.0
Croatia 56,594 3,862.0 69.0
Denmark 42,925 5,961.2 141.6
Slovakia 49,035 5,424.7 111.4
Slovenia 20,273 2,123.9 105.3
Spain 505,983 48,610.5 96.2

Estonia 45,336 1,374.7 31.8
Finland 338,363 5,603.9 18.4
France 638,475 68,402.0 107.9
Greece 131,694 10,397.2 80.0

Hungary 93,012 9,584.6 105.1
Ireland 69,947 5,343.8 77.4
Italy 302,073 58,989.7 198.1
Latvia 64,594 1,871.9 30.2
Lithuania 65,284 2,885.9 45.8

Luxembourg 2,595 672.1 257.7
Malta 316 563.4 1,766.0
Netherlands 37,391 17,942.9 526.0
Poland 311,928 36,621.0 119.4
Portugal 92,226 10,639.7 116.3

Romania 238,398 19,064.4 81.4
Sweden 447,424 10,551.7 25.9

* Provisional data for Germany, Belgium, Cyprus, Spain, France, Greece, Italy, and the EU. Estimated data from 
Germany, Greece, Romania, and the EU.

Source: Eurostat
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Croatia
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Germany - Berlin 
Austria - Vienna 
Belgium - Brussels 
Bulgaria - Sofia 
Czechia - Prague 
Chypre - Nicosia 
Croatia - Zagreb
Denmark - Copenhagen
Slovakia - Bratislava
Slovenia - Ljubljana

Spain - Madrid 
Estonia - Tallin 
Finland - Helsinki 
France - Paris 
Greece - Athens 
Hungary - Budapest 
Ireland - Dublin 
Italy - Rome 
Latvia - Riga 
Lithuania - Vilnius

Luxemburg - Luxembourg
Malta - Valletta
Netherlands - Amsterdam 
Poland - Warsaw 
Portugal - Lisbon 
Romania - Bucharest
Sweden - Stockholm
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Protected land area. 2022
Percentage

European Union 26

Bulgaria 41

Slovenia 41

Poland 40

Germany 39

Croatia 38

Luxembourg 38

Cyprus 38

Slovakia 37

Greece 35

Austria 29

Malta 29

Spain 28

France 28

Romania 24

Netherlands 23

Portugal 22

Hungary 22

Czechia 22

Italy 21

Estonia 21

Latvia 18

Lithuania 18

Denmark 15

Sweden 15

Belgium 15

Ireland 14

Finland 13
Source: European Environmental Agency

* Provisional data.

Source: Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the 
Demographic Challenge

Forest area affected  
by fires
Thousands of hectares

Surface of Spanish provinces  (km2)
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Source: National Geography Institute

Inland communities, the most affected by fires

In 2024, fires have affected 47,711 hectares of forest area, 0.17% of the total 
forest area, according to provisional data provided by the Ministry for the 
Ecological  Transition and the Demographic Challenge.

There have been 6,134 incidents, of which 4,401 are small fires (less than 1 
hectare), and 16 are large fires (more than 500 hectares). Inland communities 
account for 42.8% of the affected forest area, 59.3% of the area under forest 
cover, and 37.4% of the losses.
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GHG* emissions per capita. 2023
t CO2 e **

European Union 7.5
Luxembourg 13.6
Denmark 13.5
Ireland 13.3
Poland 10.3
Cyprus 9.6
Czechia 9.3
Netherlands 9.1
Estonia 9.0
Lithuania 8.7
Germany 8.6
Belgium 8.6
Finland 7.8
Greece 7.7
Austria 7.6
Bulgaria 7.2
Malta 7.0
Slovakia 6.8
Slovenia 6.8
Italy 6.8
Hungary 6.4
Latvia 6.2
Croatia 6.1
Spain 6.0
France 5.9
Romania 5.8
Portugal 5.4
Sweden 4.5
* Greenhouse gases.
** Tons of CO2 equivalents. 
Estimated data.

Source: Eurostat

Environmental employment by 
branch of activity 2023  
% total employment 

Domestic material consumption 
Tonnes per inhabitant

1.09Construction

0.70

0.47

0.33

0.31

0.05

Water supply, sewerage, 
waste management and 

remediation

Mining and 
manufacturing

Agriculture, livestock, 
forestry and fishing

Electricity, gas, steam 
and air conditioning 

supply

Services

Construction leads in contribution to environmental 
employment

The environmental economy, defined as the value of the activities 
associated with the protection of the environment and the management 
of natural resources, decreased by 2.5% in 2023 compared to the previous 
year, according to the Environmental Goods and Services account. This 
represents 2.65% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), compared to 2.97% 
in 2022.
The employment generated by these activities accounts for 2.95% of the 
total, and Construction is the sector with the highest contribution.

Since 2008, GHG emissions have decreased by 30.9%

In turn, the Emissions Account estimates that greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from the economy in 2023 will total 287.7 million tonnes, a 5.5% 
decrease compared to 2022. Households account for 22.9% of the total, the 
Manufacturing industry for 22.3%, and Agriculture, livestock, forestry, and 
fishing for 16.6%.

Increased productivity in material consumption

The Material Flow Account records a 3.3% decrease in the national 
consumption of solid, liquid, and gaseous materials (excluding air and 
water) used directly by the economy, reaching 417.9 million tonnes. This 
amounts to 8.64 tonnes per inhabitant, the lowest figure in the last seven 
years. Productivity (GDP generated per unit of consumption) increased by 
6.2%. 

In 2023, Spain emits 6 tons of GHG per capita, 
compared to an average of 7.5 in the EU.
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140 or more From 120 to 130
From 130 to 140

Spain 128

Less than 120

Household average water 
consumption. 2022
Litres/inhabitant/day

Main indicators on water. 2022

 Biennial variation  %

Average household consumption  
(litre/inhabitant/day)

128

Volume of real losses (hm3) 653

Unit cost (euros/m3) 1.92

Volume of water registered for urban supply 
(hm3)

3,151

Volume of water supplied to households (hm3) 2,212

Households reduce water consumption

During 2022, urban public water supply networks were provided with 4,252 
hm³ of water, 0.2% more than in 2020. The average water consumption 
in Spain stands at 128 litres per inhabitant per day, a decrease of 3.9% 
compared to 2020.

The highest consumption is recorded in Cantabria (187 litres per inhabitant 
per day) and Castilla y León (146). And the lowest consumption is in País 
Vasco (85) and Aragón (110).

Environmental taxes account for 6.5% of the total

According to the preliminary data of the Environmental Taxes Account, 
these reached 22,880 million euros in 2023, a 10.7% increase from the 
previous year. Most of these are energy taxes (77.5%).

They represent 6.5% of all taxes in the Spanish economy, with productive 
sectors contributing 57.2% of the total.

Distribution of environmental taxes by nature and sector. 2023 
(%)

Productive sectors Households
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500 or more Less than 430
From 430 to 500

Spain 482

Urban waste collection. 2022
Kg/inhabitant/year

Recycling gains nine percentage points since 2016 

According to the Waste Account, 78.5% of the waste generated in 2022 comes 
from the Activity sectors, and 21.5% from Households. The highest increase 
compared to 2021 was recorded in Services (7.1%), while it decreased in 
Industry (-14.4%).

Meanwhile, urban waste management companies collected 23.0 million 
tonnes, 0.8% more than the previous year, according to the Statistics on 
Waste Collection and Treatment. Per capita, this amounts to 482 kilograms 
of waste per person per year, with the majority being mixed waste (374 kg).

Environmental protection spending represents 1.84% 
of GDP

National spending on environmental protection reached 25,107 million euros 
in 2023, 1.7% more than in 2022, according to data from the Environmental 
Protection Expenditure Account. Waste Management accounted for 60.5% of 
the total, followed by Wastewater Management (19.1%).

Recycled urban waste
Percentage

33.9 34.8

40.4
42.9

2016 2018 2020 2022

Main waste indicators. 2022

Thousands 
of tonnes

Annual variation %

Urban waste collection 23,030

Mixed waste 17,863

Separate collection 5,167

Waste generated by economic activity

Construction 36,238
Water supply, sanitation, waste 
management and decontamination 23,591

Industry 14,774
Agriculture, livestock breeding, forestry 
and fishing 6,043

Services 5,801

National expenditure on environmental protection by area. 2023 
Percentage
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