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Population

Population figures

1 January 2024
Spain 48,619,695
Andalucía 8,631,862
Almería 760,964
Cádiz 1,258,730
Córdoba 774,313
Granada 939,741
Huelva 535,734
Jaén 619,055
Málaga 1,774,701
Sevilla 1,968,624
Aragón 1,351,591
Huesca 228,519
Teruel 135,309
Zaragoza 987,763
Asturias, Principado de 1,009,599
Balears, Illes 1,231,768
Canarias 2,238,754
Palmas, Las 1,159,890
Santa Cruz de Tenerife 1,078,864
Cantabria 590,851
Castilla y León 2,391,682
Ávila 160,463
Burgos 359,740
León 447,802
Palencia 158,063
Salamanca 327,552
Segovia 156,620
Soria 90,073
Valladolid 525,116
Zamora 166,253
Castilla-La Mancha 2,104,433
Albacete 389,070
Ciudad Real 492,948
Cuenca 199,025
Guadalajara 280,225
Toledo 743,165
Cataluña 8,012,231
Barcelona 5,877,672
Girona 821,108
Lleida 451,707
Tarragona 861,744
Comunitat Valenciana 5,319,285
Alicante/Alacant 1,993,289
Castellón/Castelló 615,188
Valencia/València 2,710,808
Extremadura 1,054,681
Badajoz 666,029
Cáceres 388,652
Galicia 2,705,833
Coruña, A 1,128,449
Lugo 325,048
Ourense 304,467
Pontevedra 947,869
Madrid, Comunidad de 7,009,268
Murcia, Región de 1,568,492
Navarra, Comunidad Foral de 678,333
País Vasco 2,227,684
Araba/Álava 338,594
Bizkaia 1,159,368
Gipuzkoa 729,722
Rioja, La 324,184
Ceuta 83,179
Melilla 85,985

48.6 million inhabitants

The census places the population of Spain at 48,619,695 inhabitants as of 
1 January 2024, with a growth of over 500,000 people in one year (1.1%). A 
total of 51% of the population is female and the average age is 44.4 years 
(45.6 years for women and 43.1 years for men). A total of 20.4% of the 
population is over 64 years old.

The natural increase in the birth rate has recovered by 
four tenths of a percentage point
 
The migratory balance (immigrants minus emigrants) fell to 13.28 per 
thousand inhabitants in 2023, while the natural balance (births minus 
deaths) remains negative, at -2.35 per thousand inhabitants, although 
higher than the previous year.
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Pyramid of the Spanish population. As of 1 January 2024
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A total of 13.4% of the population is foreign

There are 6.5 million foreigners living in Spain, 13.4% of the population. The 
foreign-born number almost 8.8 million.

The highest number of non-Spanish population resides in Illes Balears 
(21.2%). They are followed by Comunitat Valenciana (18.2%) and Cataluña 
(18.0%).

Among foreigners, Moroccan (14.2%), Romanian (9.5%), and Colombian 
(8.9%) nationals predominate for the second consecutive year.

Nearly 35% of migrants stay in the EU

During 2023, among migrations from abroad, the majority were nationals 
of Colombia (13.6%), Spain (12.2%), and Morocco (9.9%). Among those 
emigrating abroad, the main nationalities were Spain (20.8%), Romania 
(9.1%), and Morocco (8.6%).

The main destinations for emigration abroad by large regions were other 
European Union countries (34.8%) and South America (19.6%).

In 2023, Spain will be the EU country with the 
highest migratory balance abroad.
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Foreign population.  
As of 1 January 2024 (%)

External migratory balance* 2021-2023 by gender  
Thousands

Both sexes  Men

727

191

642

388

97

328339

94

314

Women
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* Difference between immigration from and emigration to foreign countries.

Migratory balance plus 
statistical adjustment. 2023

European Union 2,821,056

Spain 639,100 (p)

Italy 273,809 (p)

France 181,662 (p)

Portugal 155,701

Netherlands 136,685 (p)

Romania 99,382 (ep)

Czechia 94,672

Belgium 89,779 (p)

Austria 66,133

Finland 57,837

Ireland 52,880

Lithuania 44,994

Bulgaria 41,580

Greece 39,174 (ep)

Croatia 30,178

Denmark 29,510

Hungary 26,051

Sweden 24,485

Malta 20,960

Estonia 13,856

Slovenia 11,528

Luxembourg 9,352

Cyprus 9,216 (p)

Poland 3,819

Latvia 2,415

Slovakia 1,401

Germany -578,948 (ep)
(p) Provisional data.
(e) Estimate.

Source: Eurostat
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Average number of 
children per woman. 2022

European Union 1.46 (p,e)

France 1.79 (p)
Romania 1.71 (e)
Bulgaria 1.65
Czechia 1.64
Slovakia 1.57
Hungary 1.56
Denmark 1.55
Slovenia 1.55
Ireland 1.54
Belgium 1.53
Croatia 1.53
Sweden 1.53
Netherlands 1.49
Latvia 1.47
Germany 1.46
Portugal 1.43
Estonia 1.41
Austria 1.41
Cyprus 1.37
Greece 1.32
Finland 1.32
Luxembourg 1.31
Poland 1.29
Lithuania 1.27
Italy 1.24
Spain 1.16

Malta 1.08 (p)

(p) Provisional data.

(e) Estimate.

Source: Eurostat

Fewer births in 2023

During 2023, there were 320,656 births registered, according to data from 
the Natural Population Movement, 2.6% less than the previous year.

According to the Basic Demographic Indicators, the gross birth rate is 6.6 
births per 1,000 inhabitants. Children born to foreign mothers residing in 
Spain account for 24.3% of the total.

The average number of children per woman (a fertility indicator) drops to 
1.12, four hundredths less than in 2022.

Births increase by 0.4% during 2024, according to the 
Monthly Estimates of Births (EMN). 

Main birth rate and fertility indicators. 2023

Inter-annual variation %

Number of births 320,656

Gross birth rate1 6.61

Percentage of children born to foreign women 24.30

Average number of children per woman 1.12

Average maternity age 32.59

Percentage of children born to unmarried women 49.96

1. Number of live births per 1,000 inhabitants.
All the indicators are calculated considering the births of mothers who live in Spain.Spain 6.61
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Inter-annual variation %

Number of deaths Gross 436,124

Mortality rate1 8.96

Life expectancy at birth Life 83.77

Expectancy at 65 years 21.68

Infant mortality rate2 2.63

1. Per 1,000 inhabitants.
2. Per 1,000 live births.
Indicators are calculated for the population living in Spain.

Population

Life expectancy has risen by almost seven tenths of a 
percentage point

Data from the Natural Population Movement placed the number of deaths 
in 2023 at 436,124, 6.1% less than the previous year.

The gross death rate decreased to 8.96 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 
according to the Basic Demographic Indicators. By region, the highest 
rates are registered in the northern peninsula: Principado de Asturias (12.9), 
Galicia (12.1) and Castilla y León (11.8).

The infant mortality rate stands at 2.6 per 1,000 live births, and life 
expectancy at birth rose to 83.77 years.  

During 2024, the number of deaths increased by 0.7% 
compared to the previous year, according to data 
from the Weekly Deaths Estimation (EDeS).

Main mortality indicators. 2023

Estimate of weekly deaths
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Gross mortality rate. 2023
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Variación interanual %

Number of marriages 172,430

Gross marriage rate1 3.55

% of marriages with at least one 
foreign spouse2 19.5

% of same-sex marriages 3.9

Average age of women at first 
marriage 34.88

Average age of men at first marriage 36.94

1. Number of marriages per 1,000 inhabitants.
2. Different-sex marriages.
Indicators are calculated for the population living in Spain.

Main marriage indicators. 2023

Marriage rates above pre-pandemic levels

According to the Marriage Statistics, a total of 172,430 marriages were 
registered in 2023, 3.7% fewer than in 2022. The gross marriage rate stood 
at 3.55 marriages per 1,000 inhabitants.

Shared custody already surpasses maternal custody

On the other hand, in 2023 there were 80,065 separation and divorce 
proceedings, according to the Statistics on Annulments, Separations and 
Divorces, 5.3% fewer than the previous year.

Divorces represent 95.8% of the total, 81.6% of them are non-contentious, 
and the average duration of divorced couples is 16.4 years. Shared custody, 
in cases involving minor children, accounts for 48.4% of the total and for 
the first time exceeds those in which it is granted to the mother. 20 points 
higher than in 2016.
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