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Education and culture

Students enrolled in a non-university General Education system. 
Academic year 2023-24
Preliminary data

Number of 
students Inter-annual variation %

Total1 8,337,537

Early childhood education2 1,590,332

Primary education 2,750,924

Compulsory secondary education (ESO) 2,103,216

Upper secondary education 691,417

Vocational training 1,144,800

1. Includes Special Education and Other Training Programs.
2. Students enrolled in schools authorised by the educational administration.

Source: Ministry of Education, Vocational Training and Sports

Child school enrolment at record highs

In the 2023-24 academic year, the number of non-university General 
Education students was 8,337,537, 0.2% more than the previous academic 
year. Vocational Training education continues to grow, with over 1.1 million 
students enrolled (5.5% more), according to preliminary data from the 
Ministry of Education, Vocational Training, and Sports.

This school year has seen the highest enrolment rate for 0-2 year olds in the 
historical series (48.2%).

Within Special Regime Education, 60.1% of the enrolled students are 
women, being the majority in almost all the courses.

Early drop-out rate down seven tenths of a percentage 
point
In 2024, the early school drop-out rate among the population aged 18 to 24 
stands at 13.0% (15.8% for men and 10.0% for women), compared to 13.7% 
the previous year.

Early drop-out from education-training.
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* % of the population aged 18 to 24 who have not
completed 2nd stage of Secondary Education and are 
not undergoing any type of education.
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Students enrolled in bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. 
Academic year 2023-2024 
Provisional data

Number of 
students

% 
Women

Inter-annual variation % 
Number of students

Total 1,762,459 56.5
Bachelor's degree total 1,378,824 56.8

Law and Social Sciences 627,932 61.1
Engineering and Architecture 254,840 27.2
Art and Humanities 135,857 63.1
Health Sciences 275,899 72.2
Science 84,296 51.1

Master’s degree 288,955 56.9
Doctorate 94,680 50.2

Source: Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities

Population between 25 and 
34 years old with higher 
education. 2023

%

European Union 43.1
Ireland 62.7
Cyprus 61.6
Luxembourg 60.2
Lithuania 57.4
Netherlands 54.5
Sweden 54.1
Spain 52.0
France 51.9
Belgium 50.0
Denmark 49.0
Malta 46.3
Poland 46.3
Latvia 45.1
Greece 44.5
Estonia 43.5
Austria 43.5
Portugal 40.9
Slovenia 40.7
Slovakia 39.8
Finland 39.2
Croatia 38.7
Germany 38.4
Bulgaria 35.8
Czechia 33.7
Italy 30.6
Hungary 29.4
Romania 22.5

Source: Eurostat

Master’s degree graduates by 
branch of education 2022-2023 
(%)
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Engineering and Architecture increases enrolments by 
5%

According to provisional data from the Student Statistics of the Ministry of 
Science, Innovation and Universities, the number of university enrolments 
in the 2023–24 academic year increased by 2.4% compared to the previous 
year. Women make up the majority in almost all fields, except for Engineering 
and Architecture.

During the academic year 2022-23 there were 149,278 international students 
in the university system. Of these, 61,552 come from a mobility programme 
and the rest are ordinary enrolments, according to the Internationalisation 
Statistics.

Number of active universities by type and period
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More than half of young people aged 25 to 34 have 
higher education (52.0%), nearly nine points above 
the EU average.

Source: Ministry of Science, Innovation and 
Universities
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Libraries by typology. 2022  
(%)
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Source: Ministry of Culture

Books registered in ISBN by subsector. 2023

Titles Annual variation %

Total* 87,122
Humanities and Social Sciences 31,094
Literature studies 20,967
Children and Youth 10,095
Scientific and Technical 9,656 
Educational text books 6,698
Free time 6,630
Other 1,982
* Includes first editions and reprints, paper and other media.

Source: Ministry of Culture

Fewer books registered under ISBN than in 2019

In 2023, 87,122 books were registered in the International Standard Book 
Number (ISBN), according to data from the Ministry of Culture. 68.9% 
on paper and 31.1% on other formats. This figure is 5.9% lower than that 
recorded the previous year. On non-paper media the decrease was 13.4%, 
while on paper it was 2.1%.

35.7% of the total corresponds to Social Sciences and Humanities, and the 
largest drop is in Scientific and Technical books (-13.1%).

12 libraries per 100,000 inhabitants

According to Library Statistics, the number of registered users stands at 
27.6 million. 84.8% are adults and 15.2% are child users. In relative terms, 
more than half of the population is a user of library services, with the rate of 
registered users per 100,000 inhabitants standing at 58,294.

The total number of libraries represents an average of nearly 12 libraries 
per 100,000 inhabitants. The highest average values were recorded in 
Extremadura (43 libraries per 100,000 inhabitants), Castilla-La Mancha (25), 
and Aragón and Comunidad Foral de Navarra (both 22).

Books registered in ISBN by 
media 
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Source: Ministry of Culture

* They are those that have a general collection of 
funds, offer cultural, educational, recreational and 
social information services, and are accessible to all 
citizens.
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Main indicators of cultural participation. 2024-2025 
Results preview 2024

% population* Change in comparison with 2021-
22 (percentage points)

Reading books 66.3

Cinema 48.8

Monuments and archaeology sites 54.3

Scenic and musical arts 48.3

Musicals 37.6

Scenic arts 30.1

Art exhibitions, museums, and 
galleries 49.2

Libraries 29.2

Files 8.7

* In the 12 months before the survey.
Source: Ministry of Culture

Two out of three people read books

The provisional results of the 2024-2025 Survey of Cultural Habits and 
Practices in Spain indicate that watching audiovisual content and listening to 
music are the most frequent cultural activities, with monthly rates of 80.4% 
and 77.3% respectively.

66.3% of the population analysed read at least one book in the last year and 
60.2% did so for non-professional reasons.

The cultural sector increased its contribution to GDP 
by one tenth

According to the Culture Satellite Account, cultural activities contributed 2.3% 
to the GDP in 2022, with almost 31,084 million euros. This figure is made up 
of 29.0% from the Audiovisual and Multimedia sector and 24.4% from Visual 
Arts. Books and newspapers account for 23.8%.

Value of cultural GDP and its sectors (million euros)
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