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560 or more From 460 to 500
From 500 to 560

Spain 507

Less than 460

Non-retired registered doctors. 
2023
Rate per 100,000 inhabitants

Registered health care professionals. 2023

% 
Women Inter-annual variation % 

Total 975,243 69.0

Nurses 345,969 84.2

Doctors 301,684 53.9

Pharmacists 80,293 72.0

Physiotherapists 68,838 61.3

Dentists 42,075 58.8

Psychologists specialised in health care 40,417 81.6

Veterinarians 36,989 53.6

Opticians-optometrists 19,469 68.4

Speech therapist 12,017 93.0

Podiatrists 10,247 62.5

Occupational therapists 8,450 90.0

Dental technicians 7,430 31.5

Biologists specialised in health care 653 62.6

Chemists specialised in health care 367 56.4

Physicists specialised in health care 345 32.2

Almost 70% of healthcare professionals are women

According to the registered health care professionals statistics, the number 
of registered doctors increased by 3.2% in 2023 and the number of nurses 
increased by 2.9%.

The group with a majority is the nurses (35.5% of the total), followed by 
doctors (30.9%) and pharmacists (8.2%).

69.0% of the total are women, a figure that rises to 93.0% among speech 
therapists.

The average rate of non-retired registered doctors is 5.07 per 1,000 
inhabitants. The highest rates were found in the Comunidad de Madrid 
(6.2), and in Cantabria and País Vasco (both 5.6).

The highest rate of non-retired registered doctors 
is registered in Comunidad de Madrid, with 6.2 per 
1,000 inhabitants.

Non-retired physicians and 
nurses
Rates per 100,000 inhabitants
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People with a long-term 
disease or health issue*. 2023

% of population aged 16 and over

European Union 35.1
Finland 55.4
Estonia 46.5
Portugal 44.5
Latvia 42.9
Sweden 41.5
France 40.1
Denmark 38.3
Cyprus 37.4
Lithuania 37.3
Spain 37.0
Netherlands 36.9
Poland 35.9
Hungary 34.9
Austria 34.9
Germany 34.8
Slovenia 34.8
Czechia 34.4
Slovakia 33.5
Croatia 31.2
Malta 29.9
Ireland 28.5
Belgium 26.9
Greece 24.6
Luxembourg 22.8
Bulgaria 22.7
Romania 21.1
Italy 16.0
* Duration of at least 6 months.

Source: Eurostat

Inter-annual variation %

Total 4,866,745

Digestive system 611,636

Circulatory system 587,918

Respiratory system 577,348

Injuries, poisoning and other 
external-cause consequences

466,736

Tumours 459,582

Hospital discharges by disease groups. 2023 
ICD10-MC classification

10,500 or more Less than 8,500
From 8,500 to 10,500

Spain 10,065

Hospital morbidity rate. 2023
Per 100,000 population

Diseases of the digestive system, the leading cause of 
hospitalisation

According to the Hospital Morbidity Survey, there were 4,866,745 hospital 
discharges in 2023, 2.4% more than in 2022. That is 10,065 for every 100,000 
inhabitants. Cataluña (11,583), Principado de Asturias (11,521) and País Vasco 
(11,190) recorded the highest figures.
The average stay per discharge was 8.1 days, the same as the previous year.

13.9% of the population has obesity

According to the Health Module of the Living Conditions Survey, in 2022, 
13.9% of the population aged 16 and over was obese —a percentage similar 
to that of 2017 (13.7%)— and 33.6% of people were overweight, compared to 
36.6% in 2017.

17.0% of the population are daily smokers and 7.4% consume alcohol daily.

Daily smokers. 2022 
% of population aged 16 and over
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Leading causes of death regain their position

The Statistics on Deaths by cause recorded 436,124 deaths in 2023, 6.1% 
fewer than the previous year. Women represent 49.4% of the total.

Diseases of the circulatory system and tumours remain the first and 
second leading causes of death, respectively. Tumours are the leading 
cause among men and the second among women. Infectious and parasitic 
diseases (including Covid-19) dropped from fourth to tenth position. 

Accidental falls are the leading external cause of death

External causes account for 4.1% of the total. Accidental falls are the leading 
external cause of death, with 4,158 fatalities, surpassing suicides, which 
account for 4,116.

Deaths according to cause of death. 2023

% 
Women Inter-annual variation % 

All causes 436,124 49.4

Diseases of the circulatory system 115,889 52.2

Tumours 115,429 40.9

Diseases of the respiratory system 47,003 45.3

Diseases of the nervous system and 
sense organs 25,871 60.1

Diseases of the digestive system 23,045 48.2

Mental and behavioural disorders 22,073 66.3

External causes of death 18,033 36.4

Diseases of the genital-urinary 
system 17,282 57.5

Deaths from all causes
Thousands

Leading causes of death by sex. 
2023
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In 2023, 4,116 people 
died by suicide, a 2.6% 
decrease compared to 
the previous year.
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