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Labour market

Population aged 16 and over according to their work activity and 
sex. 2024
(Thousands of people) 

The active population exceeds 24.4 million people

According to the Active Population Survey, the number of active individuals 
increased by 1.3% over 2024, and exceeds 24.4 million people.

The unemployment rate is 11.3% (12.7% are women and 10.2% are men). 
Eleven autonomous communities register a lower figure than this value.

Inter-annual variation %

Both genders
Total 41,565.8
Active 24,424.6

- Employed 21,653.9
- Unemployed 2,770.7

Inactive 17,141.2
Men

Total 20,209.0
Active 12,912.6

- Employed 11,601.4
- Unemployed 1,311.2

Inactive 7,296.4
Women

Total 21,356.7
Active 11,512.0

- Employed 10,052.5
- Unemployed 1,459.5 

Inactive 9,844.8

In almost 57% of households, the reference 
person is employed.

Households according to the 
employment status of the 
reference person. 2024 
Percentage

15% or more From 9% to 12%
From 12% to 15%

Spain 11.3%

Less than 9%

Unemployment rate. 2024 
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Thousands of people Inter-annual variation %

Total 21,653.9

Self-employed 3,206.5

Employer 960.9

Business person without emplo-
yees or independent worker.

2,158.9

Member of a cooperative 24.8

Family Assistance* 61.8

Employee 18,439.8

Public sector employees 3,560.2

Private sector employees 14,879.5

Other professional situation 7.6

*  People who work without pay in the business of a family member with whom they live.

Labour market

Persons aged 20 to 64 working 
part-time. 2023

Percentage of total employment 

European Union 17,1

Netherlands 38,7

Austria 30,4

Germany 28,5

Belgium 22,9

Denmark 22,0

Sweden 18,1

Ireland 18,0

Luxembourg 17,6

Italy 17,5

France 16,3 (d)
Finland 14,9

Estonia 13,0

Spain 12,8 (d)
Malta 9,9

Cyprus 8,0

Slovenia 8,0

Greece 7,2

Portugal 7,0

Czechia 6,7

Latvia 6,6

Lithuania 5,7

Poland 5,5

Hungary 3,9

Croatia 3,6

Romania 3,3

Slovakia 3,3

Bulgaria 1,4
(d) Different definition

Source: Eurostat
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Employed by professional status. 2024
Thousands of people

One in five employed women is a public sector worker

In 2024, there was an annual average of 21.6 million employed people, 
2.2% more than in 2023. Of these, 85.2% are salaried employees, a 
professional situation that increased 2.7% compared to the previous 
year.

Self-employed workers total just over three million. A little more than 
two million have no employees, a 2.6% increase compared to 2023.

88.7% of employed women are salaried workers and 20.3% work in the 
public sector.

Main groups of employed persons according to sex and 
professional status. 2024 
Percentage of total employed by sex
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Net cost* Wages and salaries

Inter-annual 
variation %

Inter-annual 
variation %Euros Euros

Total 35,897.5 5.4 26,555.9 4.7

Industry 41,695.2 5.4 30,451.1 4.7

Construction 35,465.1 4.4 25,242.0 3.4

Services 34,951.8 5.5 25,996.6 4.9

* Gross cost less subsidies and deductions. This excludes fees and travel expenses.

Labour market

Net labour cost and wages by sector. 2023

Extremadura and the Canarias have the lowest labour 
costs

According to the Annual Labour Cost Survey, the net cost in 2023 was 
35,897.5 euros per worker, after deducting 233.2 euros in subsidies 
and deductions received from the Public Administrations to promote 
employment and vocational training. This is a 5.4% increase vs. the 
previous year. Salaries and wages increased by 4.7%.
The most significant non-salary cost item was mandatory Social 
Security contributions (8,640.2 euros per worker), which represented 
23.9% of the total cost.

Hotels and restaurants record the lowest average annual 
earnings

The Salary Structure Survey reflects that the average gross annual salary 
was 26,948.9 euros per worker in 2022, a 4.1% increase compared to the 
previous year. The average earnings for men grew by 3.5% to 29,381.8 
euros, while women’s earnings increased by 5.1% to 24,359.8 euros.

24.3% of women earn an 
annual salary less than 
or equal to the Minimum 
Interprofessional Wage 
(SMI) in 2022, compared 
to 10.3% of men, with 
a higher percentage of 
women working part-
time.

Some indicators of inequality. 2018-2022

1. Proportion of salaried workers whose hourly earnings are
below 2/3 of the median earnings.

38 or over Less than 32
From 32 to 38

Spain 35.9

Net cost per worker. 2023 
Thousands of euros

Activities with the highest average 
annual profit. 2022

Euros

Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 55,471

Financial and insurance 
activities 47,240

Information and 
communications

37,439

Activities with the lowest average 
annual profit. 2022

Euros

Hospitality 16,275

Other services 18,270

Administrative and support 
services activities 18,996

13.1 15.0 16.6 16.7
11.6

62.2 63.9 63.0 62.5 63.7

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Proportion (%) of workers with low earnings (1)

Proportion (%) of women in the total employees with a low income




