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Companies

The number of companies increased by 1.5%

According to the Central Business Directory (DIRCE), as of 1 January 2024, 
there were 3,255,276 registered companies, 1.5% more than on the same 
date the previous year. Most of them are in the Other services sector (2.06 
million).

52.0% of the total have no employees (1.69 million), and 29.3% have one 
or two employees (955,079). Among enterprises that are natural persons, 
37.7% are women.

2.2 million people work in multinational companies

In 2022, 5,090 subsidiaries of Spanish companies abroad were recorded, 
according to the statistics of these companies. These subsidiaries invoiced 
234,530 million euros and employed 815,146 persons. The United States, 
Germany, and France are the countries where these subsidiaries generate 
the highest turnover.

On the other hand, 14,209 companies are part of a foreign multinational, 
according to the Statistics on Companies according to group membership. 
These companies employ 2.2 million people and have a turnover of 745,265 
million euros. The countries whose subsidiaries generate the highest 
turnover were France, Germany and the United States.

EU companies under foreign 
control. 2021

Number of companies
European Union 310,520
Germany 35,070
Romania 27,869
Czechia 21,453
Netherlands 17,509
France 17,228
Spain 16,130
Hungary 15,294
Italy 13,472
Bulgaria 13,382
Luxembourg 13,074
Estonia 12,867
Ireland 12,436
Austria 11,814
Croatia 11,038
Portugal 10,332
Sweden 8,962
Denmark 8,544
Slovenia 7,748
Poland 7,704
Latvia 6,376
Lithuania 6,325
Finland 4,746
Greece 4,264
Slovakia 3,837
Malta 1,688
Belgium 925
Cyprus 433

Source: Eurostat
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Variación interanual %

Total 3,255,276

Industry 175,806

Construction 383,622

Trade 635,234

Other services 2,060,614
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