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Science and Technology

Expenditure on internal R&D by execution sector. 2023

Execution sector Millions of 
euros

% Expenditure 
on internal 
R&D (% GDP)

Inter-annual  
variation1 %

Total 22,379.2 100.0 1.49

Companies and NPI* 12,678.2 56.7 0.85

Higher education 5,708.7 25.5 0.38

Public administration 3,992.2 17.8 0.27

* Private non-profit institutions.

Internal R&D expenditure represents 1.49% of GDP

The data from the R&D Activities Statistics estimated internal research 
and development expenditure at just over 22,379 million euros in 2023. In 
relative terms, this expenditure represented 1.49% of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), or 460.2 euros per average inhabitant.
In a total of 56.7% of the research and development expenditure was done 
by the Companies and Private Non-profit Institutions (NPI) sector, while the 
Eurozone averaged at 68.3%.

8.2% more researchers

A total of 282,415 full-time employees (FTE) are engaged in internal R&D 
activities in 2023. The number of FTE researchers amounts to 175,044, 
which represents 8.3 per thousand of the total number of employed and an 
increase of 8.2% compared to 2022. 

R&D spending. 2023
% of GDP

European Union 2.22 (e)
Sweden 3.57 (p)
Belgium 3.32 (p)
Austria 3.29 (p)
Germany 3.11 (p)
Finland 3.09
Denmark 2.99 (p)
France 2.19 (p)
Slovenia 2.13 (p)
Netherlands 2.08 (e)
Estonia 1.84
Czechia 1.83 (p)
Portugal 1.69 (p)
Poland 1.56 (p)
Greece 1.49 (p)
Spain 1.49 (p)
Croatia 1.39 (p)
Hungary 1.39
Italy 1.31 (p)
Lithuania 1.05 (p)
Slovakia 1.04
Luxembourg 1.03 (p)
Latvia 0.83
Bulgaria 0.79 (p)
Cyprus 0.68 (p)
Malta 0.61
Romania 0.52 (p)
Ireland :
(e) Estimation.
(p) Provisional
  :  Data not available.

Source: Eurostat
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Use of ICT in companies with 10 or more employees. First quarter 
of 2024

 Percentage P.p. 
variation 
from 2023

Personnel using computers for business purposes 68.4 2.2

Personnel using computers connected to the internet for 
business purposes

63.3 2.1

Companies employing ICT specialists 15.7 -0.7

Companies with internet connection of which: 99.1 0.1

- Have website/page1 81.8 3.3

- Use social media1 64.7 1.1

- Conduct remote meetings1 58.9 (*)

- They pay to advertise on the internet1 27.1 -1.2

Six out of 10 companies have remote meetings
According to the Survey on ICT and e-business use in enterprises, in the first 
quarter of 2024, 81.8% of enterprises with 10 or more employees with an 
Internet connection have a website, 64.7% use social media, and 58.9% hold 
remote meetings.

15.7% of these companies employ ICT specialists, and 37.5% allow remote 
work. 19.8% of employees work remotely on a regular basis.

Almost 20% of sales are made through e-commerce
30.7% of these companies make sales through e-commerce in 2023. The 
business volume generated by e-commerce reached 385,844 million euros, 
2.3% more than in 2022.

14% or more Less than 8%
From 8 to 14%

Spain 19.8%

Employees who work remotely 
on a regular basis. 2024
Percentage*

Employed individuals with 
internet access for business 
purposes. 2024

 % total employment*
European Union 62.8
Sweden 87.9
Finland 86.9
Denmark 79.5
Netherlands 78.5
Belgium 73.0
Germany 66.2
Ireland 64.7
Slovenia 63.8
France 63.2
Latvia 61.9
Spain 61.9
Hungary 61.1
Lithuania 59.8
Malta 59.5
Luxembourg 59.3
Estonia 59.2
Croatia 59.0
Poland 57.4
Italy 56.5
Slovakia 56.3
Czechia 55.6
Cyprus 54.7
Portugal 50.5
Greece 50.1
Romania 44.1
Bulgaria 43.4
Austria :
* Excluding agriculture, forestry, fisheries, mining, 
and the financial sector. Companies with 10 or more 
employees. 
 : Data not available..

Source: Eurostat

E-commerce in companies with 10 or more employees by economic 
sector. 2023 (%)

% of companies that have made sales through e-commerce

Services

36.5

17.7

Total

30.7

19.6

ICT sector

34.2

18.9

Industry

28.7

24.4

Construction

12.9

2.3

% of sales through e-commerce out of total sales

* Of the total personnel in all companies.

1. Percentage of companies with internet connection.

* Variables not investigated in Q1 2023.




