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Agriculture, livestock and fishing

Farms and Utilized Agricultural Area (UAA). 2023
UAA in hectares

% Variation compared to 2020

Number of farms* 784,141

Utilised Agricultural Area (UAA) 23,490,157

Average UAA by farm 30.46

Open field UAA 23,434,828

- Arable land 11,488,521

- Permanent pastures 7,352,145

- Olive farming 2,427,474

- Fruit farming 1,308,546

- Vineyard 813,844

- Other woody crops 42,902

- Vegetable farming 1,396

Greenhouse UAA 55,329
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* Includes Ceuta and Melilla.

12.4% fewer farms than in 2020
According to the latest Farm Structure Survey, the number of agricultural 
holdings decreased by 12.4% in 2023 compared to the 2020 census and 
stood at 784,141.

The estimated Utilized Agricultural Area (UAA) is 23.5 million hectares, a 
decrease of 1.6%. As a result, the average UAA per farm increased by 13.2%, 
reaching 30.46 hectares.

Compared to the 2020 census, the largest increase in average farm size was 
recorded in Galicia (41.3% more). Canarias had the lowest value and is also 
the only one to decrease since 2020 (23.3% less).

Leadership in aquaculture production and catches
According to Eurostat data, a quarter of the EU’s aquaculture production 
in 2022 comes from Spain (25.1%). Additionally, it is the country that 
contributes the most fish catches by live weight, followed by France and 
Denmark.

* UAA farms only.

Organic farming accounted for 9.5% of the total in 2023 and 
increased by 19.2% compared to 2020.

Organic livestock as a 
percentage of total livestock  
by type of livestock. 2023 (%)
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