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Trade

Trade turnover decreases by 7.1% in 2020

Turnover in the trade sector reached 726,551 million euros in 2020, 
7.1% less than the previous year. Most of the figure is due to Wholesale 
trade and trade intermediaries, except for motor vehicles and 
motorcycles, which represents 56.7% of the total and employs 35.4% 
of the personnel. 

A total of 95.1% of Trade companies had less than 10 employees. These 
companies are an employment source for 41.1% of personnel and their 
turnover accounts for 25.7% of the total. 

The activity group that contributed the most to turnover is Wholesale of 
food, beverages and tobacco, with 17.1% of turnover. 

Main trade variables. 2020

Annual variation (%)

Economic variables (millions of euros)

Turnover 726,551

Total purchases of good and services 628,641

Gross added value at factor cost 109,798

Personnel expenses 72,121

Investment in tangible assets 10,625

Companies and personnel employed

Number of companies 725,581

Personnel employed. 
(Annual average in thousands) 3,116
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Selection of indicators by activity division. 2020

Productivity1 
(euros)

Female participation 
rate in paid staff2

Total Trade 35,232 49.6

Wholesale trade and commission trade* 49,934 37.5

Sale and repair of motor vehicles 33,479 17.2

Retail trade* 26,037 64.6

1. Added value at factor cost / average employed personnel.

2. Female paid personnel / total average paid personnel.

Except for motor vehicles and motorcycles.

Groups with the highest 
productivity. 2020  (euros)

Groups with the lowest 
productivity. 2020  (euros)

Wholesale of 
information and 
communication 

equipment 

Retail trade at 
points of sale 
and markets

66,251

7,645

16,743
20,902

62,656

58,437

Wholesale of 
housewares

Retail trade of 
food, beverage 

and tobacco 
products in 
specialised 

stores

Wholesale 
of other 

machinery, 
equipment and 

supplies

Retail trade 
of cultural 

products and 
recreational 

goods in 
specialised 

stores


