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Trade

Three million employed people work in commerce

Turnover in the trade sector reached 840,794 million euros in 2021, 15.7% 
more than the previous year. Most of this figure is due to Wholesale trade 
and trade intermediaries, except for motor vehicles and motorcycles, which 
represents 59.3% of the total and employs 35.7% of the personnel. 

A total of 95.1% of Trade companies had less than 10 employees. These 
companies are an employment source for 39.8% of personnel and their 
turnover accounts for 23.5% of the total. 

Comunidad de Madrid accounts for 26.1% of the sector's turnover, followed 
by Cataluña (18.9%) and Andalucía (12.5%). 

Main trade variables. 2021

Annual variation (%)

Economic variables (millions of euros)

Turnover 840,794

Total purchases of goods and services 735,261

Gross added value at factor cost 127,556

Personnel expenses 77,792

Investment in tangible assets 13,137

Companies and personnel employed

Number of companies 729,343

Personnel employed (annual average in thousands) 3,081

Selection of indicators by activity division. 2021

Productivity1 
(euros)

Value added 
rate2

Personnel cost 
rate3

Female 
participation 
rate in paid 
staff4

Total Trade 41,406 57.9 61.0 49.7

Wholesale trade 
and commission 
trade*

59,087 56.5 58.2 37.5

Sale and repair 
of motor vehicles 
and motorcycles

38,906 42.5 70.0 17.1

Retail trade* 30,309 65.5 62.4 64.7

1. Added value at factor cost / average employed personnel * 100.
2. Value added at factor cost / Value of Production * 100.
3. Personnel costs / Value added at factor cost * 100.
4. Women in paid personnel / Paid personnel * 100.
* Except for motor vehicles and motorcycles.

* Except for motor vehicles and motorcycles.

Turnover by business division. 
2021 (%)

Trade turnover by company 
size. 2021 (%)

(*) Due to methodological changes, this year the number of companies is not strictly comparable to the previous year.

Wholesale 
trade and 
commission 
trade*

59.3

Sale and repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles

10.4

Retail trade*
30.3

Less than
10 employees

10 to 49 50 to 249 250 or more 
employees

23.5 22.5

17.9

36.1

15.7

17.0

16.2

7.9

23.6

(*)

-1.1




